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1. Aftor the Berlin reprecontatives of the “eatern Powers indicated that
they would not take the initiative in the Berlin crinis, represcntatives
of the democratic parties, the Magistrat, and ths ‘lestorn Sector police
hald a series of nmeetinze botween 22 and 23 July 1948, vhich resulted in
a decision to atterpt the legal roroval of Police President tarkgraf.
This decision was difficult since the derwcratic politiciann antieirated
a g'rong Russian reaction and a probabls omen split bet-con the eastern
and western parties of Jorlin, Acting Lord Mayor Frau Schr8der wag
Tinally convinced at the late Sunday nisht mestin~ of 25 July with Friedeno-
burg and Stadtrat Ermest Reutor that an open split is preferable to the
fiction of unity throush vhich the Soviets wers contimally maining by the
gradual inroad on the nrivile-es of the lerml city administration,

2. Accordinnly, at the press confarence of 26 July, Friodensburg announced
the suspension of Marksraf and appointed Sturm to assume the Polies Presi-
dency in his capneity of Vice President. GCaucefor the suspension wma )
Uarkgraf's "anti-social, anti-derocratic, and anti-German attitude coupled
wvith a total lack of discipline.® Friedensburg also announced the insti-
tution of erininal proeceedings against liarkpraf and the Soviet Seetor Chied -
of Police Seidel, ’

3. The three western ril:tary govermmonts, notified but not consulted on the
stove step, immediately approved suspension of Markmraf. The Soviet
linisen officer astated that Friodonsburg and the Mapistrat far excoeded
thelr lsigal authority.

b In the late evoning hours of 26 July Genoral Kotikov sent a lether to Fruw
Schr8der instructing her %o transnmit to the Police Precident an ordsr to:

8o Dismiss Dr. Stum from poliee sorviece because of his conspiratorial
activities to undernine the urity of the Derlin policea.
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Conduet an investisstion and dismiss a1l susrected of heing eneriss
of unity.

Yara rembors of the Magintrst, especially Friedensburs, that thoir
activities to undernine vnity cannct be tolorated-sisned Kotikev,

"Military Cormandant of ks City of Berlia',

-qugg;;: The abovo will greatly conbrilmbe o a berminstion
of the fietion of a united Ferlin, Kotilkov's desippation Military
Cormandant of Berlin® was used for the first tire.
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